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NC DOCKS: 
is an Open 
Access 
Repository!

Digital Online Collection of 
Knowledge and Scholarship

It is a SERVICE of Librarians for faculty 
and students to support their 
scholarship creation and visibility!

http://libres.uncg.edu/ir/
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What is an 
Institutional 
Repository?

Institutional Repositories (IRs) are 
types of Open Access repositories, 
generally associated with 
universities or other research 
institutions usually managed by 
librarians.
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What is NC DOCKS?

Open access repository of scholarship from partner schools in the 
UNC system

It is an open access repository of scholarship from 11 partner 
schools in the UNC system since 2007.

One excellent tool and service we provide to facilitate OA 
scholarly work is NC DOCKS.

It has been around since 2007 and currently includes around 
9,500 faculty and student works.



NC DOCKS Partner 
Schools

• Appalachian State University – founding member 
• East Carolina University – founding member (2007)
• Elizabeth City State University (Joined in the Fall 2018)
• Fayetteville State University
• North Carolina Central University
• UNC Asheville 
• UNC Charlotte
• UNC Greensboro – founding member (2007)
• UNC Pembroke – founding member (2007)
• UNC Wilmington – founding member (2007)
• Western Carolina University 5



Why is Open Access Important?

ACCELERATED 
DISCOVERY OF RESEARCH

PUBLIC ENRICHMENT IMPROVED EDUCATION PUBLIC LIBRARY OF 
SCIENCE (PLOS)



Open Access Can Take Many Forms

Open access 
repositories

(ECSU NC DOCKS)

Open Educational 
Resources (OERs)

Open access 
journals

Open access 
options for article 

publication



Open 
Access 
Repositories

Online platform/system

Hold research output

Provide free, immediate, and 
permanent access



Who can 
contribute to 

NC DOCKS?

ECSU Faculty, 
Students, and Staff 
Creating Academic 
Content/Scholarship
/Research



What format(s) can NC DOCKS handle?

• Text-based (published articles, unpublished work such as thesis or 
student papers, proceedings, case studies, working papers, etc.)

• Image-based (PowerPoint presentations, other visual files such 
photos of artist oil paintings or other work)

• Multimedia (audio, video, and other formats)

• Others? Ask us - we can probably help!
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What type of Music and Visual Items?  

• Text – music scores, music theory student’s compositions, teaching 
resources – power point slides in text

• Image (Photographs) – Profile pictures, photograph of Art-work

• Sound (Recordings) – mp3, mostly recorded music in the recording 
studio

• Moving Image (Videos) – Live performances, clips, interviews



Text: Teaching Presentation Example



Video: Collective Project Example
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Music Score Example – Student Work



Video Example – Interview 

http://libres.uncg.edu/ir/ecsu/f/Naylor-Check%20the%20Resume%20Artist%20Spotlight%20Ciasia%20Nicole-480p.mp4


Faculty Profile Example: Dr. Swan, ECSU Director of Choral Activities





Deshazos’ Sound Recording Example

http://libres.uncg.edu/ir/ecsu/f/Deshazo-Improvisation.mp3


What Can NC DOCKS Do for Participants?

Provide a stable, 
long-term platform 
and profile for 
sharing scholarship 
with the world

01
Show usage 
(download counts) 
of works 

02
Fulfill public access 
requirements from 
some 
granting/funding 
agencies
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BENEFITS of 
NC DOCKS

• NC DOCKS is a great way of displaying the 
value of the ECSU’s intellectual capital to 
society outside of the classroom.
• It maximizes the impact of content.
• Library becomes a central hub in content 

creation support; it gives an add on value 
to the library.
• It is also hoped to contribute to the 

university’s recruiting efforts and mission 
and vision goals with more visibility and 
showcasing user content.



NC DOCKS 
Does Not:

• Offer peer review or any publication 
proof reading/editing services
• Offer social networking between 

scholars
• Require transfer of copyright for 

deposited materials



What about ResearchGate/Google 
Scholar/Mendeley/etc?

• Potential copyright violations. 
• For-profit companies… things can change fast.
• There are lots of advertisements and these 

platforms might become subscription based.
• False and duplicating profiles!
• Not full items linked with profiles!
• Empty Profiles!
• Profiles are not updated. Faculty don’t have 

time to update their profiles on these 
commercial platforms! 

NC DOCKS



False Profile Example on ResearchGate
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NC DOCKS Content – Things to Keep in Mind

Each work must be the intellectual 
property of a faculty member, student, 

or staff member from an NC DOCKS 
institution

Works must 
be complete 
and in final 

form

Works must 
be scholarly, 

research, 
artistic or

educational 
materials



What content is NOT right for NC DOCKS?

• Externally-hosted content (YouTube videos and 
other materials that would need to be linked 
via another system)
• Abstracts (NC DOCKS provides complete/full-

text content)
• In-progress works (NC DOCKS provides 

complete/full-text content)
• Scholarship from individuals outside of ECSU



NC DOCKS Student Profiles



NC DOCKS 
Faculty Profile
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When a faculty or student profile is created on NC DOCKS the items are uploaded to 
WorldCat.org that is the world’s library sharing system that gives more visibility to the 
items with a stable URL. 

ResearchGate or other platforms can not do this…



What You Need To Do
to Have a Profile in NC DOCKS?

FIRST STEP: 
vProvide your comprehensive list of works that 

you created up to now
vProvide your short bio and a profile photo
(This is optional but highly recommended)



After you Submit the List of Your Works:

SECOND STEP:
We do the work for you!

vCheck your publisher copyright practices and upload 
what we can

vWe may need to contact you and ask you to provide 
more information about your items

vWe may be able to deposit Accepted Manuscript (AM) 
before publication or pre-prints (the first draft of your 
article before peer-review).



How to Outreach!

• Periodically sending e-mails to faculty and staff (including honors 
department and graduate school)
• Word of mouth in library orientations, Teaching and Learning Center 
• Undergraduate Research Week – Annual Event
• Poster Presentation during the faculty/staff institution meeting
• Applied to a mini-grant to invite a guest speaker to talk about the benefits 

of an open-access repository (in 2019)

31



• Provost, Dr. Farah Ward is opening the 
mini-grant hosted event in the Fall of 
2019. 

Provost, Dr. Farah Ward is opening the mini-grant hosted event in 
the Fall of 2019. 
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Quick Statistics
• First academic year we had only 28 items. As of today, we 

have 225 items!

• Approaching the end of third year – the items are doubled. 
This is a success! 



Some Challenges
(as all other NC DOCKS libraries are facing)
Not a Perfect System – but this is what we have for 
now!
• Outreach emails and getting consent – can be sometimes time consuming 
• Educating content creators about the benefits of an open-access repository
• Updating profile bios - student profiles who graduated for example
• Receiving items via links and not attachments - trying to receive these items
• Educating content creators about copyright policies
• Technical challenges - limitations of metadata – format visibility 
• Limitations within the repository – limited upload size of items for example



WANT A PROFILE 
in NC DOCKS?

GET IN TOUCH WITH US 
TODAY! 


